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Grand Knight’s Message 

This is the month that all Brothers are asked for their ideas 

concerning next fraternal year’s calendar.  The calendar meeting 

date will be announced at this months meeting by the DGK.  Just 

remember if you have an idea for an event, if you have an idea 

about updating an existing event, if you want to Chair an event, 

or if you just want to offer you time and talent to an event, this is 

the meeting you need to attend. 

 

On the subjects of Unity and Fraternity, Council 8954 has a 

Corporate Communion on February 15th at the 8:45 Mass.  All 

Brothers need to make their best effort to attend this Mass.  We 

will meet in the Narthex before the Mass and enter together as a 

Unified Group; afterwards we will then have a light breakfast in 

the Saint Joseph Room.  Here we can gather enjoy each other 

company and start our day and week in the spirit our Lord 

designed.  All of the family is welcomed. 

 

And speaking of breakfast, if you are interested in a full 

selection, fresh, hot, mouth watering repast, we will have the 

semi-annual Vocation Breakfast.  Satisfy your appetite and help 

the Knights of Columbus get the resources needed to support our 

Seminarians and Sisters. 

 

Also, Brothers will be needed to help cook, clean, sell and serve 

and a sign up sheet will be available at the February meeting. 

Questions? Contact Bill McKinney or myself.  

   

Charity Unity Fraternity 

GK Conard Kester Jr.

conardk@sbcglobal.net  

972-470-9170 

 

The Book of Job 

The Book of Job, named after its protagonist, is an exquisite 

dramatic poem which treats of the problem of the suffering of the 

innocent, and of retribution. The contents of the book, together 

with its artistic structure and elegant style, place it among the 

literary masterpieces of all time. 

The author of the book is not known; it was composed some time 

between the seventh and fifth centuries B.C. Its literary form, 

with speeches, prologue and epilogue disposed according to a 

studied plan, indicates that the purpose of the writing is didactic. 

The lesson is that even the just may suffer here, and their 

sufferings are a test of their fidelity. They shall be rewarded in 

the end. Man's finite mind cannot probe the depths of the divine 

omniscience that governs the world. The problems we encounter 

can be solved by a broader and deeper awareness of God's 

power, presence (Job 42:5) and wisdom. 

THE NEW AMERICAN BIBLE USCCB  

 

 

Council Activities 
 

 

 From the 

Past Grand Knight 

& 3-Year Trustee  
    Derek Storey 

KoC Texas State Scholarship 

 

Brothers, March 1st is the deadline to mail in your scholarship 

applications to the Texas State council.  It is for $1000 and is 

easy to fill out.  It is available to Knights, their spouse, children 

and grandchildren.  It does require the signature of the GK and 

Msgr.  Forms are available on the Texas K of C website or I can 

print you a copy upon request. 

  

Charity Unity Fraternity 

Derek 

 

Special Olympics Donations 

Brothers, now that you have your new computer set-up and have 

upgraded your cell phone, why not donate your old 

computer/phone to raise money for Special Olympics State 

Charity.  Just bring it to the next meeting or contact me and I can 

arrange to get it from you. (972-487-7099 / 

dtstorey@garlandisd.net). 

Derek 

 

 
From the 

Grand Knight 

 
   Conard Kester 

 



Vocation Breakfast Coming Up! 

Brothers, break out the griddles and put on your aprons as we 

will have our semi-annual Vocation Breakfast on February 22.  

This event raises money for our Seminarian Scholarships and 

you get a great breakfast!  So if you have an hour or 2 to cook, 

clean serve or sell, please contact myself or Brother Bill 

McKinney or sign up at the February meeting. 

Derek 

dtstorey@garlandisd.net  

214-693-3643 

 

 

From the 

Prayer Director & 

2-Year Trustee 

  
 Joel Lanoux 

WHY THE NINE FIRST FRIDAYS? 

 

The devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the practice of the 

nine first Fridays began in seventeenth-century France.  At that 

time the faith of Catholics was greatly shaken.  There was 

rebellion against the Church and neglect of its teachings.  There 

was the rise of Protestantism and spread of hearsay, mainly 

Jansenism.      As in every threat to the Church, there arose a 

response from three famous religious who are today recognized 

as Saints: John Eudes, Claude de la Columbiere and Margaret 

Mary Alacoque.  The first two were Jesuit priests and writers, 

while the latter was a simple nun of the Order of the Visitation. 

 

Margaret Mary was born in 1647 in a small town in Burgundy, 

France.  Her father was a prosperous notary but he died when 

Margaret was eight years old.  She and her mother led a very 

difficult life (Margaret was bedridden for four years with 

rheumatic afflictions.) until her oldest brother became of age and 

was able to take over the family affairs.  Margaret was allowed to 

attend a convent school where she loved the convent life with its 

peace and order.  The nuns were impressed by her religious 

devotion. 

 

At the age of 20, inspired by a vision, Margaret resolved to enter 

a convent and at the age of 22 she made her profession at the 

Convent of the Visitation.  The nuns of the Order of the 

Visitation, founded by St. Francis de Sales, were famed for their 

humility and selflessness.  As a novice Margaret excelled in 

these virtues.  When she made her profession, the name Mary 

was added and she is known today as Saint Margaret Mary. 

 

Margaret Mary lived a quiet life in the convent until December 

1673 when she began to have experiences which seemed to be of 

the supernatural.  She reported to her superior that the Lord had 

appeared to her and proclaimed that the love of His heart must be 

spread and manifest itself to men and that He would reveal its 

graces through her.  She was reprimanded by her superiors for 

her presumption and declared by the local priests to be a victim 

of delusions.  Later, Jesuit Father Claude de la Columbiere 

interviewed Margaret Mary extensively and became convinced 

of the genuineness of the revelations.  He later wrote of the nun 

and began to spread the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 

St. Margaret Mary is now known as the Apostle of the Sacred 

Heart.  She received a unique favor by being visited by our Lord 

Himself who asked her to spread devotion to His Sacred Heart.  

This she did with zeal, once she had received the permission of 

her superiors and her spiritual director and confessor, St. Claude 

de la Columbiere. Although the devotion to the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus was practiced before her time, it gained a new impetus 

through her humble work and the work of Fathers Eudes and 

Columbiere.   

 

For Catholic men and women troubled by the affliction of 

modern times, there is a great source of spiritual and temporal 

help for those who truly love the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 

practice His requested devotion of the “First Fridays”.  The Nine 

First Fridays must be made in honor of His Sacred Heart on nine 

consecutive months and communion must be received.  Through 

St. Margaret Mary our Lord made a great promise.  He said: To 

all those who, during nine months on end will receive Holy 

Communion the first Friday of every month, I promise the grace 

of final perseverance.  They will not die in My disgrace, but will 

receive the sacraments, and My Heart will be sure shelter for 

them in that extreme moment. 

 

During the course of her visits with our Lord, he made twelve 

promises to St. Margaret Mary.  Each is a promise of divine care 

for those who have a devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. (In 

the interest of space, these 12 promises will be published in the 

next Newsletter.) 

 

AN HISTORICAL NOTE:  The cathedral of Dallas was 

dedicated on Sunday, October 26, 1902, and was named Sacred 

Heart Cathedral in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  It was not 

until December 23, 1977, that Sacred Heart Cathedral was 

redesignated the Cathedral Shrine of the Blessed Virgin Mary of 

Guadalupe (Cathedral Santuario de Guadalupe).   When you visit 

the cathedral, you will see above the altar a beautiful, traditional 

representation of our Lady of Guadalupe in her blue-green cloak 

surrounded by golden light.  Even higher above the altar is a 

beautiful stained glass window.  In it is depicted a life-size image 

of Jesus and his Sacred Heart.  At the foot of Jesus is a 

traditional depiction of a nun in black habit.  This would be the 

image of St. Margaret Mary. 

 

Sources: Web sites devoted to St. Margaret Mary; the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus; First Fridays. 

 

Joel Lanoux, Trustee 

Prayer Director 

 

 

 



 

From the 

Financial Secretary 

 
  James Dulac 

Membership 

For those that have not already done so for this year, we ask that 

you please turn in your dues.  Thanks. 

James 

 

 

From the 

Pro-Life Director 

& Chancellor  
   Chris Glaser 

Pro-Life Message 

Brother Knights, 

Thanks to all of you who came to the 36th annual Roe Memorial 

Mass, which was celebrated by Bishop Farrell and dozens of 

diocesan clergy downtown at the cathedral on January 17th.  The 

entire cathedral and overflow seating and the courtyard 

around the cathedral were packed.  Before Mass, busloads of 

the faithful prayed at a nearby abortion clinic and afterwards 

thousands marched to the courthouse where Roe was 

originally filed.  Please continue to pray and do all you can to 

defend life. 

The next major pro-life event is the annual Bishop’s Pro-life 

dinner to be held on Saturday, March 28 at the Hilton 

Anatole.  Last year 2,075 people attended.  This year there are 

sure to be many more.  As we should, our council is supporting 

the dinner by purchasing a table for 10 that evening.  If you 

would like to attend, please email me.  Preference will be given 

to those who have earned their ACE Wings this past year, so let 

that be an incentive to earn yours this year!  The guest speaker 

this year is Gianna Jessen—she is literally an abortion survivor.  

Quoted from the CPLC website: 

Gianna Jessen, abortion survivor, singer, 

devoted marathon runner, and medical 

miracle, will share her personal journey and 

offer her witness to help us understand more 

fully the sanctity of every human life. Her story 

has been covered all over the world, most 

recently by Fox News, BBC and World Radio. 

Gianna is also known as a spokeswoman for 

the Born Alive Truth ad campaign, unveiling 

President-elect Barack Obama's true stance on 

the Born Alive Infant Protection Act.  

"God is using Gianna to remind the world that 

each human being is precious to him. It is 

beautiful to see the strength of the love of 

Jesus, which he has poured into her heart. My 

prayer for Gianna, and for all who listen to her, 

is that the message of God's love will put an 

end to abortion through the power of love." 

-Blessed Mother Teresa  

Lastly, please pray for the success of the Fight FOCA postcard 

campaign that happened on the weekend of the 24th and 25th in 

all parishes in the country.  As Pope John Paul II said, “it is 

impossible to further the common good without 

acknowledging and defending the right to life, upon which 

all the other inalienable rights of individuals are founded 

and from which they develop” (The Gospel of Life, no. 101). 

Vivat Jesus! 

Chris Glaser 

http://tkofc.org/2007_Pro-Life.cfm  Texas State Pro-Life website 

 

 

Council Calendar 

Feb 2009   

Sun 1 All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

Wed 4 7:00p Officers’ meeting 

Thu 5 7:00p Business meeting 

Sat 7 9:00a First Saturday 

Mass/Rosary 

Sun 15 8:45a Corporate 

Communion 

Wed 18 6:00p VA Hospital Visit 

Wed 18 7:30p 1st Degree 

Thu 19 7:00p International Dinner 

Sun 22 6:00a Vocation Breakfast 

Wed 25 ASH WEDNESDAY 

   

Mar 2009   

Sun 1 All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

Wed 4 7:00p Officers’ meeting 

Thu 5 7:00p Business meeting 

Sat 7 9:00a First Saturday 

Mass/Rosary 

Wed 18 6:00p VA Hospital Visit 

Wed 18 7:30p 1st Degree 

Sat/Sun 21/22 All Masses Food Drive 

Fri 27 6:00p Fish Fry 

Sun 29 6:00a Major Degree 

   

 

NATIVITY SCENE TAKE-DOWN CHILLY! 

Thanks to all the Brothers who showed up on a chilly Sunday 

afternoon, January 4th to help take down the Nativity Scene. Due 

to the chilly weather and the expertise of Brothers Harold 

Hansen, Tom Parker, Mike Condy, Bob Procsal, Don O'Bryan, 

Steve Snyder, Neil and Ken Ducote, we were able to dismantle 

the scene and get the materials put away in the maintenance 

room in only 40 minutes! 

Thanks Brothers! 

Ken Ducote 

 



Casino Evening/Silent Auction 2009 

St. Joseph Women’s Guild and Knights of Columbus Council 

8954 are hosting our annual Casino Evening and Silent Auction 

on Saturday evening, January 31, 2009, 6:00 – 10:00 pm.  Plan 

to join us this weekend in the festivities!  For just $30 you 

receive tickets for playing chips and dinner. 

Bob Procsal 

 

2008 Veterans Activity Report Highlights 

Total supplies donated:  $7409 

Volunteer visitations: 203 

Total hours: Visits x 9: 1827 includes all prep and transit times 

and administration. 

Fraternal value of visits @ $15 per hour: $27,405 

Cash donations for recreation activity: $560 

We donated 41 large cans of coffee (+ 10 small), 526 

sandwiches, & 146 pounds of fruit; plus much, much, more – 

totaling $35,374 in calculated value.  The Knights of Columbus 

did pretty good! 

Fraternally, 

Lairy Johnston 

 

Prayer Requests  

David Endres, Hank Horton, Randy Bodin, Jack Stubbs, John 

Chauvin, John Kolich, Mary Ann Kolich, Lairy Johnson, Pepi 

Johnson, John Listi, Ed Biewer, Joe Horan, Gin Eichman, 

Norma Murdoch, Jerry Guerra, Joseph Marcel, Barbara 

Nauyokas, Bernice Howard, Anastasia McFongim, Gregoria 

Sanchez, Jasmine Mendoza, Jeff Henninger, John Kocorek, John 

Felderhoff, and all Service Men and Women serving abroad. 

 

 

From the 

Newsletter Editor & 

1-Year Trustee  
   Brian Roeten 

Newsletter Reminder 

 

Please send those new/updated e-mail addresses to: 

 Newsletter Editor/Website newsletter@kofc8954.com 

Brian  

 

 
Church Activities 

 

 
 

 

Early Learning Magazine Drive 

The St. Joseph Parish Early Learning program is having a 

magazine drive for the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  I sent all 

of my old issues of Columbia magazine to them. 

Richard Stanford 

 

ROSARY NOVENA FOR PRIESTS                                                             

  

February 7th is First Saturday, and also the beginning of the 

Rosary Novena for Priests. The novena will continue every 

Saturday until April 4th and will take place in the Eucharistic 

Chapel, immediately following the 9 A.M. Mass. 

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND. 

  

Bill McKinney 

 

 
Community Activities 

 

 
 

 

Anti-abortion Video 

On Monday morning, January 18th, on Channel 8 television my 

wife and I viewed one of the best “anti-abortion” videos we have 

ever seen. 

Included among those who made short appearances were 

graduates of the “Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat” (for healing the 

pain of abortion) and Father Frank Pavone, MEV (National 

Director of “Priests for Life”). 

The 30-minute program followed the theme of the book: 

“Forbidden Grief: The Unspoken Pain of Abortion” and candidly 

deals with the emotional, physical, and social consequences of 

abortion. 

I encourage all brothers to visit the program creator’s website 

and view the short video trailer available at  

            http://www.beyondthedarkvalley.org/ 

The video will change hearts and minds of viewers regarding the 

need for abortion aftercare ministry. 

David Lanners 

 
Thanks for the prayers! 

 

Thank you for the prayer support for my hip replacement 

operation and subsequent recovery process.  I'm able to walk 

now unassisted and have been attending mass at St. Paul's.  I will 

however continue to be a knight at St Joseph Catholic Church. 

 

Jack Eichman 



 
Oberammergau Passion Play Tour 

 

We finally received the long awaited information about the 2010 

Oberammergau Passion Play tour. For those of you who do not 

know about it, the play is performed by the citizens of 

Oberammergau, Germany once every 10 years. 2010 is the next 

time and reservations go quickly. That’s why the tour companies 

start taking reservations two years ahead! (All that is required 

right now is a deposit with your reservation.) 

The play is the citizens’ fulfillment of a promise made to God for 

sparing their lives following the Black Plague in the 1600’s. 

They pledged to honor God and His Son by the whole 

community performing Christ’s Passion regularly. At first the 

frequency was varied, before they decided to perform it every 10 

years. So the next play will not take place until 2020, if you miss 

this one. 

Please check out the link below. Hopefully we can pin down a 

date that’s good for everyone. 

 

http://www.escortedcollettetours.com/TourDetail/Imperial_Cities

_featuring_Prague,_Vienna_and_Budapest_and_the_Oberammer

gau_Passion_Play/     

 

We hope to get a group of at least 16 together, so maybe we can 

collectively save a little money. Please let us know as soon as 

possible: 

• if you plan to go and 

• your date preferences is starting on Aug 19th, 2010 

We have a very short time on this and need to have our 

reservations in soon. Call and give the tour company a group 

name of “Procsal”. Cost without air is $2999, including 10 days 

and 15 meals. These are all air conditioned locations and should 

be great. 

Nadine and I are planning on extending our tour for 1 day to see 

Neuschwanstein Castle. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful trip together in 2010. 

 

Bob Procsal 

 
From the Insurance Agent 
 

For this month’s column, I thought a little “Life Insurance 101” 

might be beneficial. Whole life insurance calls for premiums to 

be paid for your entire life, or to age 100. You may also consider 

another permanent life insurance product – one with guaranteed 

cash values – that offers a limited period of premium payments. 

The Knights of Columbus offers three permanent life insurance 

products for which premiums do not have to be paid for all of 

life. 

“Twenty Pay Life” is exactly as the name suggests – a permanent 

plan with premiums payable for 20 years. After the premiums are 

paid for the 20 years, the plan is “paid up” and no more 

premiums are due. Unlike its term counterpart, however, the plan 

stays in force, the death benefit remains intact and the guaranteed 

cash value continues to grow. Another such plan is our “Life 

Paid Up at 65.” You buy this permanent product and you only 

pay premiums to age 65. Then, premiums stop (just in time for 

retirement), but the plan remains very much in force. 

Finally, the ultimate in limited pay is our Single Premium Life 

product. Imagine buying life insurance – permanent life 

insurance – and only paying one single premium? It’s possible. I 

have detailed information on all of these products. At your 

convenience, I’ll meet with you and your wife to perform a free, 

custom-tailored needs analysis, to help determine which of our 

many life insurance products is right for you and your family. 

Tom Nelson 

tjjnelson@sbcglobal.net 

972-562-5707 

 

For the Good of the Order 

The Perfect Mistake 

My Mother's father worked as a carpenter. 

On this particular day, he was building some crates for the 

clothes his church was sending to orphanages in China. 

On his way home, he reached into his shirt pocket to find his 

glasses, but they were gone. When he mentally replayed his 

earlier actions, he realized what had happened; the glasses had 

slipped out of his pocket unnoticed and fallen into one of the 

crates, which he had nailed shut. His brand new glasses were 

heading for China! 

The Great Depression was at its height and Grandpa had six 

children. He had spent $20 for those glasses that very morning. 

He was upset by the thought of having to buy another pair. "It's 

not fair," he told God as he drove home in frustration. "I've been 

very faithful in giving of my time and money to your work, and 

now this." 

Months later, the director of the orphanage was on furlough in 

the United States. He wanted to visit all the churches that 

supported him in China, so he came speak one Sunday at my 

grandfather's small church in Chicago . 

The missionary began by thanking the people for their 

faithfulness in supporting the orphanage. "But most of all," he 

said, "I must thank you for the glasses you sent last year. You 

see, the Communists had just swept through the orphanage, 

destroying everything, including my glasses. I was desperate. 

Even if I had the money, there was simply no way of replacing 

those glasses. Along with not being able to see well, I 

experienced headaches every day, so my coworkers and I were 

much in prayer about this. Then your crates arrived. When my 

staff removed the covers, they found a pair of glasses lying on 

top. The missionary paused long enough to let his words sink in. 

Then, still gripped with the wonder of it all, he continued: 

"Folks, when I tried on the glasses, it was as though they had 

been custom made just for me! I want to thank you for being a 

part of that." 

The people listened, happy for the miraculous glasses. But the 

missionary surely must have confused their church with another, 

they thought. There were no glasses on their list of items to be 

sent overseas. 

But sitting quietly in the back, with tears streaming down his 

face, an ordinary carpenter realized the Master Carpenter had 



used him in an extraordinary way There are times we want to 

blame God instead of thanking him! 

I have to remember this in these times of trial with my own 

family. 

May GOD bless your week. Look for the perfect mistakes. 

"People are like tea bags- - you have to put them in hot 

water before you know how strong they are." 

Now "ain't" that just like God to do something like that???? 

Peace is not the absence of trouble.  Peace is the presence of 

God. 

Author unknown. 

 
Seven Reasons Not To Mess With Children.  

 

A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales.  

The teacher said it was physically impossible for a whale to 

swallow a human because even though it was a very large 

mammal its throat was very small.  

The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale.  

Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale could not swallow a 

human; it was physically impossible.  

The little girl said, "When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah".  

The teacher asked, "What if Jonah went to hell?"  

The little girl replied, "Then you ask him".  

 

A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children 

while they were drawing. She would occasionally walk around to 

see each child's work.  

As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she 

asked what the drawing was.  

The girl replied, "I'm drawing God."  

The teacher paused and said, "But no one knows what God looks 

like."  

Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl 

replied, "They will in a minute."  

 

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments 

with her five and six year olds.  

After explaining the commandment to "honor" thy Father and thy 

Mother, she asked, "Is there a commandment that teaches us how 

to treat our brothers and sisters?"  

Without missing a beat one little boy (the oldest of a family) 

answered, "Thou shall not kill."  

 

One day a little girl was sitting and watching her mother do the 

dishes at the kitchen sink. She suddenly noticed that her mother 

had several strands of white hair sticking out in contrast on her 

brunette head.  

She looked at her mother and inquisitively asked, "Why are some 

of your hairs white, Mom?"  

Her mother replied, "Well, every time that you do something 

wrong and make me cry or unhappy, one of my hairs turns 

white."  

The little girl thought about this revelation for a while and then 

said, "Momma, how come ALL of grandma's hairs are white?"  

 

The children had all been photographed, and the teacher was 

trying to persuade them each to buy a copy of the group picture.  

"Just think how nice it will be to look at it when you are all 

grown up and say, 'There's Jennifer, she's a lawyer,' or 'That's 

Michael, He's a doctor.'  

A small voice at the back of the room rang out, "And there's the 

teacher, she's dead." 

 

A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of the blood.  

Trying to make the matter clearer, she said, "Now, class, if I 

stood on my head, the blood, as you know, would run into it, and 

I would turn red in the face."  

"Yes," the class said.  

"Then why is it that while I am standing upright in the ordinary 

position the blood doesn't run into my feet?"  

A little fellow shouted, "Cause your feet ain't empty."  

 

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic 

elementary school for lunch. At the head of the table was a large 

pile of apples. 

The nun made a note, and posted on the apple tray: "Take only 

ONE. God is watching."  

Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table 

was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies.  

A child had written a note, "Take all you want. God is watching 

the apples."  

Author unknown. 
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